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What’s Been Going On? 
By Dr. Brad Dabbert 
 
It seems like just yesterday when we finished 
covey counts last fall.  We provided an analysis 
of covey count results in the last newsletter 
(Issue 6.0).   Spring whistling male counts will 
be started in a month and we are getting 
prepared for those now.  Additionally, we plan to 
conduct nest predator surveys as well this year.  
We have been extensively trapping birds on 
anchor ranches for the past few months.  
Trapping has been difficult this year because of 
the early warm up and flush of green growth.  
Nevertheless, we have been able to capture 166 
birds from anchor ranches across the Rolling 
Plains.  Biological samples were taken from 
these birds before their release back into the 
wild.  These samples will be analyzed as we 
continue to examine the potential role of West 
Nile Virus and other pathogens in quail demo-
graphics. 
 
This sample of birds provides more evidence of 
just how poor reproduction was during 2011.  
Northern bobwhites rely on successful reproduc-
tion to maintain their populations.  The ratio of 
young (first year) birds to adult (more than 1 year 
old) birds can be used as an indicator of repro-
ductive success and subsequent chick survival 
to enter the fall population.  A. S. Jackson, a 
Texas Parks and Wildlife Biologist who worked 
the Rolling Plains during the 50’s and 60’s 
measured this ratio between 1950 and 1964.  
His work shows an average year in the Rolling 
Plains would reveal a ratio of 4 young birds to 
each adult.  The range during this time was a 
low of 1.7 young to each adult and a high of 6 
young to each adult.  Sadly, the ratio for our 
sample of 166 birds trapped this year was a 
dismal 0.4 young birds to each 1 adult.  With 
only a 40% survival rate (estimate from control 
birds; see the supplemental feeding article in this 
issue) between October 2011 and the end of 
March 2012, it is easy to understand how 
northern bobwhite populations can dwindle to very low densities during a drought.   Supplemen-
tal feeding, however, does provide some hope.  We now have two years of experimental data 
indicating that spreading milo into the habitat every two weeks can increase hen survival.  This 
year’s survival differential is 30%.  Thus, as I write this, 30% more hens are now pairing on fed 
sites as compared to control sites on the 6666 Ranch.  We will continue to monitor these birds 
and their control counterparts through the nesting season. 
 
(continued) 

Quail-News: Issue 7.0 Land 
Management: 
 
Best Practices; 
1. Graze as lightly as 

possible. 
2. Lay out rotational 

pastures for a 
longer duration to 
allow weed 
growth. 

3. Feed religiously 
during nesting 
season. 

A male Northern Bobwhite in a trap before he is 
banded and released. 

Byron Buckley ages a quail by looking for specific 
coloration on the wing feathers which indicate bird 
age (< or > 1 year of bird age). 



What’s Been Going On (continued) 
 
In our last newsletter we announced the start of 
construction of a research and breeding facility on 
the Texas Tech University campus.  We have now 
completed this facility and moved in our colony of 
wild-strain northern bobwhite (see the article and 
photos in this issue).  They will start laying later this 
month and we will begin the incubation, imprinting, 
and parent-rearing process pioneered by Dr. Bill 
Palmer and his Upland Game Bird Research Group 
at the Tall Timbers Research Station in Tallahassee, 
Florida.  We plan to release wild-strain parent-
reared chicks onto Anchor Ranches in the Quail-
Tech Alliance Program this summer.  The success 
of this release will be evaluated by monitoring chick 
survival using radio telemetry through the fall and 
winter.  We are very excited about the wild-strain 
parent-reared chicks which will be produced in this 
facility and the research questions which can be answered with the help of this new tool.  This facility is going to 
be an excellent tool for a variety of research efforts including the areas of nutrition, disease resistance, and 
genetics.  Many such experiments will begin next month.  Again, we thank the Hill Country Quail Coalition and 
the Burnett Foundation for their generous support which made this facility a reality. 
 
I hope you enjoy this issue of the newsletter.  There are several articles concerning our research and manage-
ment efforts.  Additionally, veterinarian and Tech alumnus Dr. Eric Cunningham has provided us a very timely 
article concerning how we can best care for our canine friends in the case of a snake bite.  I believe you will 
enjoy and learn from his article.  I know I did. 

 

 



 Study Update 
Supplemental Feeding Study on the 6666 Ranch: 
 
By Byron R. Buckley, Graduate Research Assistant and Dr. Brad Dabbert 
 
We initiated a study on the 6666 Ranch during fall 2010 to investi-
gate the effects of supplemental feeding on northern bobwhite hen 
survival and nest success (Newsletter issues 3 & 4).  You might 
recall that supplemental feed (milo spread into the habitat) increased 
the survival of hens as compared to hens on control sites not 
receiving feed.  We are currently repeating this study a second year 
to determine if we get the same results.  Our second field season for 
this supplemental feeding study is well under way.  We changed 
things up a little from last year by switching two fed sites (receive 
milo twice a month) with 2 control sites (no feed is provided); 
meaning 2 of the 2011 fed sites will no longer receive food, while 2 
of the 2011 control sites will receive food.  Additionally we added 
another control site (See map inset).  We made this switch to reduce 
potential biases caused by differences in habitat among sites. 
 
This year we have radio-marked and released 74 hens (29 feed and 
45 control).  The overwhelming majority of these hens have been 
adults.  Last season 87% of all hens captured were juvenile while 
this year we have only captured 2 juveniles.  We are still trying to 
trap a few more hens to increase our sample size for the nesting 
season.  During this time of the year hens are extremely vulnerable while sitting on the nest.  Beginning April 1st 
we will be shifting from telemetry intensive data collection to nesting /chick monitoring (see Quail-Tech newslet-
ter 5: Andes and Dabbert). 
 
The telemetry data we have collected since October is currently being analyzed for additional home-range 
estimates and we hope to have that information available soon.  We have analyzed the current survival data for 
the study site and these numbers are extremely encouraging.  From October 2011 – March 2012 the survival of 
hens on fed units is 70% versus 39% for the control units.  This result is similar to data collected during last 
year’s study (see Quail -Tech newsletter 3: Buckley).  Throughout the 2010-2011 field season hen survival on 
control units was consistently lower than those on fed units (See graph with this article).  However, this year 
quail on control units are doing even worse.  This decline could result from the lack of natural food (native seeds) 
available in winter months due to the poor seed production caused by the extreme drought conditions this past 
year.  The decreased amount of food on control units could potentially force birds on control units to risk expos-
ing themselves frequently to find food. 

Alicia Andes holds a hen, which has been fitted 
with a radiotransmitter necklace, just before 
releasing it back into the wild. 



Study Update (continued) 
 
 
As we move forward with our data collection, we will be bringing you updates on this year’s highly anticipated 
nesting season.  Once we have all of our data collected, we will begin compiling the information for our report on 
how supplemental feed affects bobwhites. 

 

One of the seven depredated hens was making use of the 
milo (note the milo grain in the center of the picture).  The 
hen spent a great amount of her time 150 + meters away 
from road area but would travel to the road area to ac-
cess the grain. 

Radio-marked hen tracks in late December snow fall. 



Rangeland Recovery following a Drought 
 
By Ronald Sosebee 
 
No one has to be reminded that the last few months of 2010 and all of 2011 constituted the worst single year of 
drought that any of us have ever experienced.  Is the drought over?  No one knows.  Only time will tell.  Some 
areas have received good rains since mid-autumn 2011.  Other areas have received very little rainfall during a 
similar period of 2011 and through the first few months of 2012.  As a general rule-of-thumb, droughts are not 
broken with rainfall during the spring or summer, they are only broken with rainfall during the autumn and winter. 
And, the predictions continue to be mixed concerning la Niña and el Niño.  We can only hope that 2012 will be 
more productive than 2011. 
 
Recovery from any drought depends on several factors: 1) 
severity of the drought, 2) length of the drought, 3) condition of 
the rangeland when the drought began, 4) soil type and depth, 
5) resource management during the drought and afterword 
when the rains begin, and 6) kind of vegetation that dominated 
the landscape (i.e., tall or short grasses). The drought of 2011 
probably caused the demise of some of our perennial, native, 
warm-season grasses, especially on shallow soils.  If grazing 
animals were not relocated, they continued to graze the native 
grasses, even when the grasses were stressed, creating even 
more stress.  The impact of grazing animals was exacerbated if 
the condition of the rangeland was already stressed from 
improper grazing and the grasses did not have adequate 
residual herbage to produce tillers and store carbohydrates at 
the beginning of the drought. 
 
If we as landowners and ranchers had adequate residual 
herbage when the drought began in mid-autumn 2010, proba-
bly, we weathered the drought in reasonably good shape.  If 
however, our rangelands had been abused by improper grazing 
management, then it will probably take a long time to recover 
from the impacts of the drought and the extremely high tem-
peratures.  Grasses growing on shallow or heavy soils will 
require much more time to recover than grasses growing on 
deeper or sandy soils.  Generally, tall and mid-grasses will 
recover much quicker than short grasses. 
 
If at all possible, it will be to one's advantage if grazing can be 
deferred until after frost in 2012.  If one cannot defer throughout 
the growing season of 2012 and there is adequate forage, then the pastures should, at least, be deferred from 
post-reproduction to dormancy (as discussed in previous Newsletters).  As it is always advisable, the pastures 
should be conservatively stocked (preferably no more than 75% of the carrying capacity), assuming there is 
adequate forage available. 
 
For those ranches that have received rainfall this past autumn and winter, there is an abundance of forbs 
(weeds).  If one has sufficient grass cover to compliment the weeds, then the ranch should have relatively good 
quail habitat.  If, however, there is very little grass cover to compliment the weeds, then the quail habitat will be 
lacking adequate cover for nesting and protection against the elements of the weather.  Therefore, one might 
consider spraying some of the weeds with discretion to increase some of the grass cover.  Infiltration of rainfall is  
greatly enhanced by grass cover versus weed cover. 
 
Recovery from any drought and, especially, the drought of 2011 requires specialized management.  The only 
two factors that we can control are grazing management and, where necessary, discretionary weed control. We 
should begin now, if we have not already begun, to plan our management scheme to accommodate our quail 
habitat and hope that 2012 is a better year than 2011. 

 



 Update Concerning Survival of Pen-Raised Northern 
Bobwhite Released Into the Wild 
Circle A Ranch, Archer City, TX 
 
By: Paul Woods, Graduate Research Assistant and Dr. Brad Dabbert 
 
In the last newsletter (issue 6.0) we updated you concerning 
the second replication of our efforts to monitor the survival of 
pen-reared northern bobwhite released into the wild on the 
Circle A Ranch.  The general technique is to rear pen-raised 
birds in a flight pen which contains native vegetation until the 
birds are 10- 12 weeks old.  Then the birds are released in 
coveys during July and August at sites which contain food 
and water.  We have monitored bird movements and survival 
for two years now.  Survival of birds during last year’s (2010) 
replication was very good (See Issues 2.0 and 3.0).  Unfortu-
nately, survival rate of birds from July to December was only 
17% during 2011(with a 10-day censor period).  Without the 
10-day censor the survival rate was 10%.  This 2011 rate is 
about 50% lower than what we recorded during 2010.  We 
believe this reduction in survival between years is caused by 
the extreme drought conditions of the area.  The native grass 
and vegetative cover was a much lower quality compared to 
2010, when conditions were relatively moist.  The birds 
certainly had much less vegetation to obscure them from 
predators.  Consequently, it is difficult to assess the  feasibil-
ity of the release technique given only one year of suitable 
vegetative and weather conditions and one year of extreme 
drought.  Another replication in a year with conditions similar 
to 2010 could provide the data needed to evaluate the 
release technique. 
 
Analysis of home range data are still ongoing but should be 
completed by May 31.  Home range size (95% minimum 
convex polygon) and movement distance from release sites 
will be calculated using ArcView geographic information 
system. 



 Bird Dog vs. Rattlesnake: 
Prevention, First Aid and Prognosis 
 
By Dr. Eric Cunningham, DVM 
 
Just the word “rattlesnake” makes most people’s eyes widen a little bit.  And few sounds get your blood pumping 
faster than the distinctive noise of that rattle going off somewhere entirely too close to your feet.  If you are going 
to spend time bird hunting anywhere in Texas, chances are you or your bird dog will come across one of these 
guys sooner or later.  Obviously, avoiding the bite altogether is the primary goal, but sometimes the attack can 
happen in the blink of an eye.  I know this all too well. 
 
As a 4th year vet student, my wife and I took our yellow Labrador Tyler to a “park” outside of College Station that 
was supposedly a great place to let your dog off leash and run around without bothering anyone or worrying 
about cars.  Some people said they had seen snakes out there, all copperheads, and that they mostly stayed 
around the creeks.  So we went one Sunday afternoon and I was very careful to keep him out of the creeks and 
on the main path.  As we were leaving my wife wanted to look over an embankment at a creek down below and I 
reluctantly agreed.  So we carefully crept up to the edge in the shade and I had Tyler’s leash short and tight in 
my fist keeping him right beside me.  As we were looking at the peaceful stream below, I heard what sounded 
like a twig falling in the leaves.  Tyler quickly lowered his head toward the ground to investigate and before I 
could even react he jerked backwards with a writhing 3 foot snake attached to his neck.  This ended our relaxing 
Sunday afternoon as I proceeded to carry my 75 pound, panting lab the half mile back to our car with my wife 
screaming and crying the whole way. 
 
So, as I found out the hard way, even when you 
know snakes are out there, it can be very difficult to 
avoid a bite.  Snake training classes are beneficial if 
you have access to one but they can be hard to find. 
They can certainly help your dog understand the 
dangers of a snake and provide them with the 
knowledge that staying away from it is in his best 
interests.  Many dogs that get bit have simply never 
been around a snake and are just curious.  Other 
dogs are working and just run into the wrong place at 
the wrong time.  In the springtime, avoid areas of old 
metal and tin where a snake would like to curl up to 
seek the heat.  Try to keep your dog from nosing 
underneath and around objects where a snake might 
be hiding.  In the middle of the summer, be careful 
around water sources as well where the snake may 
be trying to cool down. 
 
Since bites are going to happen, can anything be done to lessen the severity of the bite when it does occur?  A 
controversial topic in the veterinary world for the last several years has been the “rattlesnake vaccine”.  The 
vaccine is a Crotalus atrox toxoid and is intended to stimulate antibody production against the venom of the 
western diamondback rattlesnake.  The makers of the vaccine, Red Rock Biologics, claim that the vaccine can 
also protect against the venom of several other species, including copperheads, to a lesser degree.  Critics of 
the vaccine argue that the company has not shown efficacy in any controlled studies using live animals nor does 
it intend to, and that the science behind the vaccine is a bit on the questionable side.  Proponents of the vaccine, 
and most veterinarians I know, say that in use, it seems to greatly lessen the severity of symptoms following a 
rattlesnake bite.  It is difficult to do controlled studies to prove this because so many variables exist.  Was it a dry 
bite, which can happen in up to 50% of rattlesnake bites?  Was it an offensive or defensive bite?  When did the 
snake last bite something else?  What is the size of the dog?  In light of the controversy and complexity of the 
issue, what is the bird dog owner to do?  I recommend the vaccine for the following reason: it is very unlikely to 
cause a problem and it may help save your dog from a fatal bite.  IN NO WAY should you consider your vacci-
nated dog “immune” to rattlesnake bites and any snake bite should be followed by an IMMEDIATE visit to the 
veterinarian.  The vaccine is initially given two times, one month apart, and then annually thereafter.  Ideally, the 
annual booster should be given about one month prior to when your dog will potentially come into contact with 
the most rattlesnakes. 
 
(continued) 



Dog Bird vs. Rattlesnake (continued) 
 
So with or without the vaccine on board, what do you do now that your dog has actually been bitten?  The most 
important thing to know is: DO NOT WASTE TIME, GO TO THE VET IMMEDIATELY.  It’s important to identify 
the snake if it can be done quickly and safely but don’t waste time trying to hunt it down.  If you heard the rattle 
than you obviously have your answer, but many people are saying that rattlesnakes are starting to give less 
warning prior to biting and are sometimes not rattling at all anymore.  Try to make a mental note of the color and 
head characteristics of the snake in order to tell the vet when you arrive. On route to the vet, there are a few 
things I would recommend doing.  Have some Benadryl tablets on hand and administer a dose of 1mg per 
pound of body weight.  For instance, if your dog weighs 50 pounds, give 2 tablets of 25 mg Benadryl as soon as 
you can.  This can help prevent a fatal anaphylactic reaction that sometimes occurs after a snake bite.  The next 
thing to have someone else do while you are driving to the vet is lightly clean the wound with a disinfecting 
solution such as chlorhexidine or antibacterial soap and water.  Place a light bandage around the wound but be 
careful not to constrict the leg as swelling will occur.  If the bite is on a leg, try to immobilize it with a splint if 
possible.  The less the limb moves, the less the toxin will be carried to other tissues by the lymphatic vessels.  
Also, trying to keep the dog calm and cool will lower the heart rate, hopefully limiting the spread of the toxin.  
Give the dog some water to cool him down and if he seems very hot, pour some cool, not cold, water on his 
head and feet to assist in this.  Body temperature can rise quickly from the stress and pain of the bite.  Do not 
attempt to extract any venom or cut any tissues to lessen swelling.  This has been shown to be ineffective and 
simply delays transit time to the vet.  Do not place a tourniquet or anything else constrictive on the limb as this 
can do more harm than good and do not apply ice to the wound.  Stay calm and do your best to safely and 
quickly arrive at the veterinarian’s office.  Having the local regular and emergency vet clinic numbers on hand 
will help if you are in an area that you are unfamiliar with. 

 
Once you arrive at the vet’s office, you will probably ask 
the legitimate question of, “Do you think he’s going to 
make it?”  I generally like my chances in treating 
rattlesnake bites.  That being said, as we discussed 
earlier, every bite is different and severity can range 
from treating a mild puncture wound and the dog going 
home the next day, to a dog going into anaphylactic 
shock and dying within minutes of the bite.  Typically I 
would say that most average sized dogs are going to 
stay in the hospital for a few days, and have some 
serious swelling and discomfort that will require IV 
fluids, pain meds, antibiotics and possibly steroids 
depending on the preference of the vet.  Depending on 
the location and severity of the bite, large abscesses 
and wounds can occur that could result in multiple 
surgeries and long term wound care until everything is 
healed.  Occasionally a dog will develop a fatal blood 

clotting condition secondary to a snake bite called DIC.  Your vet will monitor the dog for signs of this and treat 
appropriately if possible.  Some veterinarians may choose to treat with antivenin.  This is another point of 
controversy.  While antivenin will certainly help to some degree and is commonly used in human medicine for 
snake bites, the vials are extremely expensive to the tune of $1000-$1500 per vial and large dogs may require 
multiple vials.  Most clinics do not carry antivenin because the cost generally keeps people from electing to use it 
and most dogs will do very well without it.  Sadly, the saying goes that you know the dog needed antivenin only 
after it died.  However, even antivenin offers no guarantee of survival either.  With good first aid and arriving to 
the vet in a timely manner, most average to large sized dogs will survive even a rattlesnake bite.  Small dogs 
that receive a “non-dry” bite are at a much higher risk but can survive as well. 
 
(continued) 

 



Dog Bird vs. Rattlesnake (continued) 
 
If you were wondering what happened to my old lab “Tyler”, he did just fine after a few days of pain and some 
pretty intense swelling.  I knew it was a copperhead that bit him so I was not as concerned as I probably should 
have been and after almost passing out in the 100 degree College Station heat, I took him home instead of 
going up to the vet school.  When I got him home and checked his temperature it was 105.5 F.  This was very 
high as you could guess with a normal dog temperature ranging from 101 to 102 F.  I immediately threw him in 
the bath tub and started pouring cool water over him and when I got his temperature down below 103 F, I took 
him to the emergency clinic at the vet school.  
Neither Tyler nor I got much sleep that night.  
His neck looked like he had swallowed a 
cantaloupe and it was extremely tender.  He 
was exhausted from the ordeal and every time 
he dozed off a little and lowered his head to the 
ground he let out a sad little whimper and lifted 
his head right back up.  By the next night, even 
though the pain had mostly gone, the swelling 
remained.  After a good long sleep where he 
could now lay his chin on the ground, he woke 
up the next morning and all the swelling had 
dramatically repositioned to his cheeks making 
him a dead ringer for Jack Nicholson as the 
Joker.  It provided some much needed comic 
relief after the last few days. 
 
Snakes encounters are just a part of being 
outdoors and it’s important for everyone to be 
aware of the potential for a bite.  If you or your dog is bitten, staying calm and getting to the doctor or vet as 
quickly as possible is the most important thing to remember.  With just a little luck and the proper treatment, 
you’ll both be back out in the field before you know it. 

 



Some Music Makes Me Cry 
 
Yes, it’s true, some songs really get to you.  Over the past 
couple of years, I have become a fan of various styles of 
music, but what I was able to hear last week, really brought 
all the emotions home and provided a satisfying moment, 
even though it was gripping.  I was privileged to walk into the 
new Quail Research Lab that Quail Tech has built on the 
campus of Texas Tech in concert with our partners, the Hill 
Country Quail Coalition and the Burnett Foundation.   
 
I am overjoyed that the project is finally finished.  I entered 
the building with the expectation of seeing people moving 
around and getting organized, having already moved the 
alpha flock into their new facility.  As I entered the main 
laboratory room, a song filled my ears and put the clamp on 
my throat, as I heard multiple hens singing, talking, and 
purring among themselves as one of our lab technicians 
attended to their every need.  As Brooke Whittenburg worked 
from bird to bird, checking their condition, making sure that 
they were in the finest of health, the room was filled with this 
beautiful song.  It was apparent that the birds were both 
satisfied and relaxed in their new environment.  A lot of firsts 
have occurred over the past two years at Quail Tech.  First of 
all, it was a disease discovery in the Panhandle, the first time 
West Nile and Newcastles had been isolated in the wild 
flocks in open range.  Also first was the initiative to build a 
research facility solely for Quail, in concert with a homestead 
for the new alpha flock of wild strain birds created for the first 
time at the Quail Tech facility.   
 
If you remember previous newsletters, you will recall that 
these birds were taken as eggs from both Esperanza Ranch 
at Spur and Tongue River in Dumont and brought to the lab 
and hatched out so that there would be a replenishment 
“alpha” flock in the event of a catastrophic disease spread 
throughout the wild Quail population.  The now present ability 
to isolate these birds from the exposure in the wild flocks 
gives us the start of a new Quail population in the event of a 
catastrophe.  The importance of the establishment of this 

facility cannot be overstated as this is the only 
laboratory and campus in Texas dedicated solely to 
research the Quail decline and its solutions.   
 
The project which began as a simple barn structure to 
house our flock which had previously found a home in 
a Morgan metal portable building, has evolved over 
the past twelve months into a five acre campus which 
enables visitors to see both demonstration plots for 
Quail habitat side by side with the opportunity to view 
various experiments and research ongoing in the lab 
itself.  Not only will we be conducting field trials of 
supplemented feeds, but also looking at specific ration 
preferences for chick development, strength and flight 
development, and also genetic research in our goal of 
understanding and building upon the traits of disease 
resistance and heat tolerance. 
 
(continued) 

 



Some Music Makes Me Cry (continued) 
 
The facility is now open in full operation and flight pens 
are being constructed as we publish this article.  It is 
anticipated that the first hens will begin laying the F1 
eggs in the next 20 days.  One of the most important 
initiatives to be undertaken in the first 12 months is the 
imprinting and parent rearing of this first generation of 
F1 chicks.  As has been stated many times before, 
normal pen reared birds do not have suitable behav-
ioral characteristics such as the breeding instinct.  
Consequently,  replication and reproduction of pen 
raised birds in the wild is an effort with dim prospects.  
The parent reared chick process has been pioneered 
through the work at Tall Timbers Research station by 
Dr. Bill Palmer and his team.  Last year at this time, Dr. 
Dabbert and I travelled to Florida to establish a collabo-
rative arrangement with Dr. Palmer and his staff.  We 
truly found kindred spirits in that group.  They were 
willing to share the experience and techniques with no 
strings attached which was extremely refreshing.  This 
ongoing collaboration gives Quail Tech the opportunity 
to reach far beyond the boundaries of the State of 
Texas, and great distance has been no obstacle in our 
collaboration for genetic research as well.   
 
We are so thrilled to begin the era when visitors can 
see all of the Quail Tech best practices in the real world 
environment of our laboratory and can see the proto-
typical cover necessary to sustain our wild Quail 
populations.  Both as a teaching facility and a research 
facility, the new lab will serve multiple purposes in 
forwarding the cause of eliminating the decline of 
Northern Bobwhite Quail.  Flight analysis, chick 
growing, ration, nutrition, genetics, and many more 
research initiatives will be undertaken at this wonderful 
facility.   
 
It is important to note that this all began with a simple 
$15,000 donation from Hill Country Quail Coalition who 
had the courage to step up and support Quail Tech in 
their endeavors.  They are to be congratulated because 
this facility is truly the fruit of their efforts.  Quail Tech is 
ever grateful for their support and partnership.  If you 
wish to visit this facility, please contact Dr. Dabbert or 
myself and we will be happy to arrange a tour of the lab 
for those who wish to further understand the Quail 
Tech mission and the dedication of our team.   
 
One last note on music.  As I turned to leave the 
laboratory, a different song broke out and it was as if a 
mother was talking to her newborn children.  In very 
soft tones, our technician, Brooke, was talking softly to 
the hens making sure they had every need satisfied 
and communicating the promise that their new home-
stead provides.  It was such a sweet song.  Yep, it got 
me again. 
 
 
Quail first.  
Charles Hodges 

 



First Annual “Bird Dog Super Bowl” 
a Thundering Success 
 
Well, it was our first and it was certainly an interesting Bird Dog 
Super Bowl held Feb 18 at Esperanza Ranch East in Santo, 
Texas.  Participants gathered throughout the morning in hopes of 
displaying their bird dogs prowess at finding, pointing and retrieving 
pen raised quail in the first annual event to be sponsored by The 
Quail Tech Alliance.  Our goal was just providing a fun outlet in a year 
where we asked everyone to keep their guns on safety and spare the 
birds that had made it through the vicious drought of 2011. The 
morning was highlighted by Mr. Zach Harvey nickname “Sniper”, 
putting a 502 yard shot on a wild hog with my AR 15 that I’d been 
tuning in over the previous several weeks. Luckily Zach completed 
this feat in front of 15 witnesses who not only could verify the shot but 
could also verify the distance.  Zach obviously had done some long 
distance shooting in the past and with his spotter Raymond Morrow 
gave us all something to cheer about, another nest predator bites the 
dust. 
 
 Fourteen participants gathered and twelve ran their dogs despite a 
deluge of rainfall that totaled two and a half inches throughout the 
day.  This intrepid group of men and women who felt stronger about 
their dogs and the camaraderie than to worry about a little wet 
clothing  went forth and ran a round robin elimination tournament that 
ended with three outstanding participants taking home the myriad of 
prizes offered.  Outstanding in their field were the following three 
dogs placing first, second and third.  First place receiving a $250 gift certificate donated by Collector’s Covey 
was Dr. Art Garcia and his wife Barbara with their wire hair named Cajun. The final run Cajun picked up four 
birds and out scored the other participants.  Second place was George Allen and his Brittany Sissy who had no 
doubt the most consistent stylish points of the day and displayed steady and consistent bird handling and 

retrieving ability.  Third place was “Dr. Catfish”, Mr. Mike Pugh and his 
English Setter Duke who gave us absolutely the most stylish point of 
the day and worked the birds in from distances of fifty yards out.  
Although there were a lot of wet clothes it was a lot of fun and the 
evening was capped off by catfish cooking legend Mike Pugh of Dallas 
demonstrating his incredible catfish recipes along with catered sides 
provided by Sunday Creek restaurant in Santo.  The day was an 
opportunity to exchange ideas and spend time one on one with Dr. Brad 
Dabbert and Dr. Ron Sosobee of the Quail Tech Program and also 
exchange theories and successes in the categories of habitat restora-
tion and quail sciences.  It never ceases to amaze me how the brother-
hood of bird dogs consists of such a tremendous group of humans who 
are interested in not only the preservation of our sport but the respect 
for their canine hunting partners.  Next year’s Super Bowl promises to 
be a bigger and better and quite frankly drier experience (it would have 
to be) but I hope it aspires to the level of fun we all had during this first 
year of the event. At the end of the day I think everybody appreciated 
the opportunity to get together, the camaraderie, certainly the sniper 
techniques, trap and skeet shooting and just a chance to spend the day 
with their dogs. Look forward to seeing everyone next year without wet 
feet. 
 
Quail First, 
Charles 

 

Dr. Art Garcia with 1st place winner Cajun 

Mr. George Allen with 2nd place winner Sissy 



First Annual “Bird Dog Super Bowl”  

“Dr. Catfish” Mike Pugh working his magic! 

Mike Pugh’s 3rd place winner Duke 



First Annual “Bird Dog Super Bowl”  

QT Board Member Frank Johnson and Ruger cleaning up the next day. 


