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What’s Been Going On? 
 
By Brad Dabbert 
 
Things at the Quail-Tech Alliance are as busy as ever.  In the Fall issue (11.0) I 
thanked our numerous donors including the Burnett Foundation, The Park Cities 
Chapter of the Quail Coalition, The Hill Country Chapter of the Quail Coalition, 
The Cross Timbers Chapter of the Quail Coalition, Texas Parks and Wildlife, 
Quail First, and The Bromberg Foundation.  I also need to thank Mr. Bill God-
dard of Ardmore, Oklahoma who recently gave us a very generous donation.  
This donation is allowing us to expand our efforts even more.  Currently there 
are 8 graduate research students (masters and doctoral) and 8 undergraduate 
research technicians dedicated to improving quail populations in the Rolling 
Plains of Texas.  An additional graduate student will be starting during May.  We 
highlight their hard work and the data that they gather each time we publish our 
newsletter.  You will read about the latest developments in this edition of the 
newsletter. 
 
The most dominant event to occur over 
the past few months has been the 
extreme input from Mother Nature 
herself.  The Rolling Plains has seen 
multiple winter storm events with the 
most recent dumping 12 to 14 inches of 
snow that stayed for several days 
(Figure 1).  Unfortunately, this harsh 
storm caused severe quail mortality 
(Figure 2).  Birds not receiving supple-
mental food had to burn their own body 
tissues to stay warm during this storm.  
We documented this weight loss by 
comparing the body weight of birds 
found frozen in the snow to the body 
weight we recorded when we captured 
them weeks prior to this storm event.  
The silver lining of this loss is the new 
knowledge we gained.  That knowledge 
is that a supplemental feeding program 
that broadcasts sorghum into the 
habitat protected birds from these 
weather events, reducing mortality 
several fold.  And, for you economists 
(aren’t we all), the half feed rate protected as well as the full feed rate.  You can 
read the specifics of this event in the article in this newsletter issue that provides 
an update about the supplemental feeding research. (continued) 
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Figure 1. A cold, snowy day on the 6666 Ranch Supple-
mental Feed Study Site. 



 We have completed our fall covey call counts reveal-
ing a wide range (0.2 to 10) of means among Anchor 
Ranches with a mean of the 27 Anchor Ranches of 
2.9 coveys per point (Figure 3).  As I mentioned in 
the fall newsletter, the 10 coveys per point estimate 
equates to over a bird per acre.  I am certain there 
was some scoffing at this estimate, whose location 
happens to be the supplemental feeding project site 
on the 6666 Ranch.  I rechecked the numbers 
several times myself.  Numbers of birds flushed in 
the field, however, support this estimate.  Mr. Joe 
Leathers, 6666 Ranch Manager, told me that they 
flushed 2,000 bobwhites while working pointing dogs 
(no shooting) on the ranch during about 52 hours in 
the field, spread over 3 weeks.  That average is 3 
coveys per hour.  This success is testament to the 
supplemental feeding program and the excellent 
grazing management on the 6666 Ranch. 
 
(continued) 

Figure 2.  Many bobwhites, like this male in the control 
unit, that did not have the benefit of supplemental feed for 
the past 5 months, lost significant body weight and died 
during the winter storm.  Birds that had been supplemen-
tally fed suffered far less mortality.  You can see the 
radiotransmitter antenna on this bird’s back. 

Figure 3.  Final results for the 2013 fall covey counts on Quail-Tech Alliance Anchor Ranches.



 There are updates in this issue on many ongoing 
efforts including our wild bird translocation project, 
wild-strain parent-reared bird release project, 
immune function project, genetics project, sym-
patric bobwhite and scaled quail project, and the 
restart of our supplemental feeding study.  Addi-
tionally Dr. Ron Sosebee has a timely article 
concerning grazing management decisions that 
landowners are currently facing.  As far as new 
efforts, the habitat management project I an-
nounced in the fall newsletter is under way and 
we expect (weather permitting) to have some 
prescribed burns completed very soon.  Finally, I 
do have a new project to announce.  This new 
project is to simply gather as much survival and 
reproductive success data as we can over as 
wide an area as we can.  We are currently trap-
ping and radiomarking many birds on several 
anchor ranches spread across more than 300 
miles (figure 4).  We will be monitoring these birds 
to get a better estimate of quail survival and 
reproductive success.  I believe it is essential that 
we use real world data from the field to inform our 
management decisions.  I hope you enjoy this 
issue of the newsletter and I hope spring gets 
here quick!  The birds could use a break. 

Figure 4.  Undergraduate research technician Nick 
Crosby holds a male bobwhite captured on February 22, 
2014.  This bird was fitted with a radiotransmitter and 
released back onto the Tongue River Ranch so that we 
can monitor its movements and survival. 

A potential future biologist about to release a male bob 
that has been fitted with a radiotransmitter. 



How does Supplemental Feeding Influence Survival and
Reproduction of Northern Bobwhite in the Rolling Plains 
of Texas? 
 
By Derek Wiley, John McGlaughlin, and Brad Dabbert 
 
With warmer weather moving in, we not only mark the 
herald of spring but also the continuation of our 
supplemental feeding study on the 6666 Ranch at 
Guthrie, TX.  Previous work (see newsletter issues 2-
9) showed that grain sorghum broadcast into the 
vegetation at a rate of 300 pounds per mile increased 
survival of hens and their reproductive output as well.  
The benefits of this supplemental feed program are 
currently being seen in the relatively high bird numbers 
on the 6666 Ranch.  As we related this fall, we are 
working to determine if a reduced feeding rate 
(reduced cost) can increase bobwhite survival and 
subsequently, reproduction in the spring equally as 
well as the full feed rate (See newsletter issue 11.0 for 
details).  We have captured 240 northern bobwhites 
since October 2013; 196 juveniles and 44 adults (4:1 
ratio).  This ratio (81.6% juvenile) is comparable to the 
average juvenile to adult ratio observed in the Rolling Plains region (79.5%) by Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Biologist A. S. Jackson from 1950-1964. 
 
We have fitted 177 bobwhites with radiotransmitters to allow us to monitor their movement and sur-
vival. Summarizing all mortalities as of the end of January 2014 (excluding an outlier unit), we had lost 
14 of our 99 (14.1%) birds in units receiving any feed at all and 16 of our 55 (29.1%) birds in no feed 

(control) units.  Supplemental feed broadcast into the 
vegetation at a full rate (300 pounds per mile) and half 
rate (150 pounds per mile) have increased bobwhite 
survival between October 2013 and January 31, 2014. 
 
As of January 31st there were 136 birds with radiotrans-
mitters on our study site, the day before a large winter 
storm came through Guthrie, resulting in the death of 27 
quail.  Many of the mortalities we found were frozen birds, 
unable to survive the severe weather event.  These birds 
were weighed to determine the difference in weight from 
when the birds were captured in the fall to their winter 
weights after the storm. The body weights of deceased 
birds averaged 109.8 grams (g), nearly 50 g less than our 
fall trapping average (172.4 g).  Weight loss of 70 g was 
not an uncommon occurrence, representing, in some 

cases, a 40% decrease in total body weight. 
 
(continued) 

 

Supplemental feed broadcast into the vegetation behind 
these bobwhites allows them to easily find food while 
staying under cover  

Frozen bobwhite hen following the storm on Feb. 1st. 



No feed (control) units were substantially affected by 
the storm.  No feed units suffered a 48% mortality rate 
while mortality was only 4% in half feed units and 9% 
in full feed units between January 31st and February 
7th, 2014.  It might be confusing that half feed units 
appear to have 5% better survival than full feed units, 
but in survival estimate terms these numbers are the 
same.  It is clear that quail without supplemental feed 
suffered a 10 times greater mortality rate during this 
winter storm than birds with supplemental feed pro-
vided into the vegetation.  These survival and body 
weight data together indicate that supplementally fed 
birds likely had greater body fat stores and food 
availability than birds in no feed areas.  Quail without 
supplemental feed had to metabolize their own body 
tissues which contributed to their death.  Taken with 
already greater survival for fed birds for the period 
before the storm, these numbers indicate a strong 
survival benefit of providing supplemental feed to 
bobwhites in the fall and winter months.  These data 
reinforce our conclusions from the previous study and 
also indicate that the half rate of feed is working, 
providing favorable results for landowners wishing to 
reduce feed costs without adversely affecting survival. 
 
The breeding season will be here shortly and we will 
be continuing to monitor the effects of supplemental feeding on bobwhite reproduction.  Previous 
research in our lab showed that the full feed rate of supplemental feed broadcast into the vegetation 
can increase the reproductive output of bobwhite hens (see newsletter issues 2 to 9).  Our efforts this 
spring will be to expand on this work to determine if a half feed rate can accomplish the same effect. 
 
Intensive trapping has begun following the storm to bolster our study numbers heading into breeding 
season, particularly focusing on the control units. Trapping has been successful thus far, resulting in 
51 birds captured over the past two weeks (25 males and 26 females).  Thirty of these birds have 
been fitted with radiotransmitters.  However, the remaining birds were below our threshold of 150 g, 
our minimum allowable “safe weight” to place a radio on a bird.  Below 150 g of body weight the 6 
gram transmitter is just too much of a burden.  These quail instead received a leg band allowing us, if 
captured later, to measure their weight gain and hopefully fit them with a transmitter at a later date.  In 
summary, the supplemental feeding program of the 6666 ranch is going strong.  In the spring, we look 
forward to evaluating if our feeding program is also helping hens ready themselves to nest. 

 

A quail snow angel!  Quail flushed against the snow leav-
ing its imprint behind.  Also a little extra! 



Project Update  
Comparing Demographics of  
Sympatric Northern Bobwhite and Scaled Quail  
 
By Thomas Warren and Brad Dabbert 
 
Last year we began reporting about a study whose purpose is to examine the influences of 
management and the environment on the demographics of sympatric northern bobwhite and 
scaled quail on the XL and Kritser Ranches. The first year of field work wrapped up on this 
project in August 2013.  The second year of research commenced on February 16, 2014 and 
early numbers are already encouraging for one species. Reported sightings of scaled quail 
coveys across the ranches are on the increase and trapping has already yielded an abun-
dance of birds – 55 to be exact. Included in those trapped are 4 recaptured birds from last 
year including this recaptured hen 
(pictured below) with her new radio 
transmitter. This hen and another 
male were adults a year ago mean-
ing they were hatched in summer 
2011 or earlier, certainly old birds in 
terms of quail life expectancy. Even 
more promising is 75% of scaled 
quail captured to date are juveniles. 
A study in western Oklahoma re-
ported similar high juvenile esti-
mates during the drought of the 
1950s while simultaneously finding 
bobwhite populations suffering 
through population lows. This trend 
appears to be reflected here as well 
with low fall bobwhite covey counts 
and only four bobwhites captured thus far despite last year’s high nest success estimates 
(See newsletter issue 11.0).  However, almost two months remain in this year’s trapping 
season before the spring covey break out occurs, at which point we will have a much better 
understanding of current population demographics for both species. It will be interesting to 
understand population trends of both species here in the Panhandle and across the Rolling 
Plains as drought conditions continue to persist. 

 

A scaled quail hen fitted with a necklace radiotransmitter before release back 
onto the XL Ranch. 



Range Management—What Next? 
 
By Ronald E. Sosebee 
 
According to all reports, we are not out of the drought, and apparently won’t be for some time yet to come.  Most 
reports indicate that much of the Southwest and southern Great Plains will be in a drought for several more 
years.  In fact, some even suggest that we might have another 20 years of drought. There is, however, some 
chance of a short-term el Niño that might become effective this spring and summer. Yes, it will rain some of the 
time during this period of drought, but the prevailing weather pattern will be dry, either below average precipita-
tion or poor distribution of rainfall.  Some of us, including me, might not see the end of this drought! How discour-
aging is this?  Hopefully, we won’t have another 140-year drought as the one that occurred in the 1300’s. The 
upside of this otherwise bleak scenario is that there will be some wet years during this current drought as there 
have always been.  And some areas of the Rolling Plains have had some relatively wet years in the interim since 
1992. 
 
If at the beginning of the drought (primarily 2010 or 2011) you destocked (by whatever means) or reduced your 
livestock numbers according to the amount of forage available on your ranch, then hopefully, you have some 
grass today.  Several factors will have influenced the amount of forage that you have today (and I include myself 
in all of these comments): 
 

1. Did you destock or reduce your livestock numbers soon enough in the early stages of the drought to 
conserve your forage base? 

2. What kind of soils primarily comprise your ranch? 
  Vegetation on lighter textured soils generally responds more quickly to increased   
 precipitation than vegetation on heavier textured soils. 
3. What kind of grasses comprise the majority of vegetation on your ranch? 

 Tall and mid grasses generally respond more quickly to increased precipitation than short 
grasses (this is also usually related to soils). 

4. When were your pastures deferred if you have retained livestock throughout the drought? 
 
If you have grass and plan to begin re-stocking, now is the time to plan your grazing management scheme.  It is 
an opportunity to initiate a rotation system whereby some pastures are deferred at particular times of the year.  
As you plan a rotation scheme, I would suggest that you include pastures that can be deferred during the post-
reproductive to dormancy period of the year (August, September, and October) to allow perennial grasses in 
these pastures to periodically rejuvenate themselves.  Ideally, different pastures should be deferred during the 
rejuvenation period every year.  There are several different grazing management schemes that can be employed 
to achieve this objective.  Or, perhaps you can devise a scheme that best fits your operation that will accomplish 
the same objective.  (I refrain from using the term “grazing management system” because it implies a very rigid 
schedule, and that might not always be desirable.)  A very important element in re-stocking is to match the 
numbers of your livestock with the amount of “grazable” forage on your ranch, not necessarily the same num-
bers that have been stocked historically. 
 
Another opportunity that will be associated with planning a rotation system at this time is if you plan to incorpo-
rate a prescribed burning program in your management goals and objectives.  Now is the time to plan which 
pastures you might want to burn and when and plan your grazing management scheme around that schedule in 
order to have sufficient grass to burn when it is time to burn the particular pastures that you have scheduled. 
 
If you have grass, you might consider creating some disturbed areas (by whatever means that is convenient and 
economical for you) to provide an environment for weeds to enhance your quail habitat.  Unless you want 
specific perennial forbs that are not already present, then there is not much reason to seed the disturbed areas.  
Annual forbs will naturally inhabit disturbed areas.  If, however, you don’t have a good grass cover, then you will 
probably have ample weeds to satisfy the dietary components for quail and insects (that in turn will be an 
important component of the diets for quail). 
 
We are still involved in a balancing act to provide adequate habitat for both quail and livestock.  Have a good 
Spring! 

 



 Project Update  
Survival and Movement of Parent-Reared Northern 
Bobwhite Released into the Rolling Plains of Texas  
 
By Mark Thomas and Brad Dabbert 
 

You will recall from past newsletters that we have been attempting to release wild-strain, parent-
reared (See Newsletter Issues 5-11 for details) bobwhite chicks onto Anchor Ranches within the Quail
-Tech Alliance System.  Currently, we are continuing to monitor and trying to re-capture birds that we 

released on the Clark Ranch in Nolan County, the Garcia 
Ranch in Palo Pinto County, and the T-Diamond ranch in 
Stonewall County during the autumn of 2013. Capturing 
these parent-reared birds is critical to this phase of the 
project as it will allow us to replace the juvenile radio 
transmitters they are wearing with an adult transmitter. 
Chicks have grown to adult size now and can carry a 6 
gram radiotransmitter that will last for 11 months.  This 
new radiotransmitter will allow us to track these birds into 
the nesting season and through the summer. Although 
our current goal is to monitor survival and movement, the 
ultimate goal for these parent-reared birds is nesting 
success and reproduction. Within the next several weeks 
we will begin to increase the photoperiod for our captive 
wild-strain breeding colony at the Texas Tech quail 
research facility.  An increasing day-length is required to 

stimulate the wild-strain hens to lay eggs for the second year of the parent-reared chick release 
project. We have learned many things during the pilot study and first year of field research for this 
project. We look forward to integrating new plans and ideas as we move forward this year with hope 
and excitement of what this parent-reared model might mean for bobwhite population recovery in the 
Rolling Plains of Texas. 

A wild-strain parent-reared Bob. 

This hen is about to be fitted with a radiotransmitter so that we can follow its movements and survival.  Knowing its 
location will allow to monitor its nest and chicks this coming spring and summer. 



 Project Update 
Measuring Immune Function in Quail 
 
By Drew Arnold and Brad Dabbert 
 

We have been reporting to you for the last several 
months about our efforts to understand the quail 
immune system.  If disease processes play a role in 
limiting quail population growth, it is also likely that 
environmental factors reduce the ability of the quail 
immune system to function properly making them more 
susceptible to infection with disease agents that they 
encounter or carry. We have started an effort to 
increase our understanding of the influence of environ-
mental factors (e.g. weather, nutrition, etc.) and life 
history factors (e.g. molt, reproductive cycle) on the 
quail immune system.  Is the immune system static in 
wild quail, or does it vary over time? 
 
In our latest effort we evaluated the bacterial killing 
capacity of 96 serum samples collected from wild 
northern bobwhites over 4 years (2010 – 2013) and on 
8 different ranch locations spread across more than 
300 miles.  We used simple statistical analysis tools to 
explore variation in our samples.  We initially pooled all 
samples to test for variation among years.  Bacterial 
killing of samples collected during 2013 was 3 times greater (Figure 1) than samples collected from 
previous years (2010-2012).  This difference is likely caused by improving environmental conditions 
since the significant drought of 2011. 

 
We examined the effect of ranch location by comparing 
95 samples from 8 separate ranches.  Mean percent 
bacterial killing was different among ranches, ranging 
from 10 to 70% (Figure 2).  We have not tested sufficient 
numbers of samples for bacterial killing on individual 
ranches to perform more sophisticated multivariate 
analyses examining multiple factors.  But, there are 
sufficient samples (n = 60; ranch 1) from a single ranch to 
examine differences among sexes and ages.  We com-
pared percent bacterial killing between age (22 adult and 
38 juvenile) and sex (28 male and 32 female) classes for 
samples from northern bobwhites from Ranch #1.  Killing 
percent was not different between ages; however we did 
find a difference in bacterial killing between sexes  
( Figure 3). Next, we compared percent bacterial killing 
among samples taken during the years 2010, 2011, and 
2012 from northern bobwhites on Ranch #1.  Percent 
bacterial killing was not different among years for Ranch 
#1.  Samples for 2013 have not yet been tested. 
 
(continued) 

Fig 1. Percent bacterial killing means and standard error 
for years 2010-2013.  Values in parentheses are sample 
size (N) 

Fig 2. Ranches were assigned arbitrary numbers for ano-
nymity.  Percent bacterial killing means and standard 
error for ranches (1-8).  Values in parentheses are sam-
ple size (N) 



 In summary, innate immune function, as measured by 
percent bacterial killing capacity of northern bobwhite 
serum samples, was not static but varied greatly among 
years and locations, and between sexes.  We can 
hypothesize several things from the patterns evident in 
this data set.  Differences among years could be 
caused by differences in reduced food availability and 
stress related to drought/environmental conditions.  The 
differences observed among ranches could be caused 
by differential food availability and genetic structure of 
the birds among ranches.  The differences between 
sexes could be caused by the suppressive effects of 
greater levels of testosterone in males as compared to 
females as suggested by Duffy et al. (2000).  Juvenile 
northern bobwhites have a fully functional immune 
system by the time we sampled them so it is not sur-
prising that we did not find differences in immune 
function between ages.  This finding might warrant an 
investigation into the immunocompetence of chicks in 
the wild.  It is surprising that our measure of immune 
function was not related to body weight, which may 
point to other factors that are swamping the body weight influence.  It is evident that innate immune 
function varies significantly in wild northern bobwhite populations, however it is unclear if this variation 
is important to survival.  We plan to continue to evaluate immune function of wild northern bobwhite 
using this bacterial killing assay on more samples and other supplementary analyses of immunity.  We 
look forward to providing future information on this. 
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Fig 3. Percent bacterial killing means and standard error 
per sex for Ranch #1 (2011).  Values in parentheses are 
sample size (N) 

Plates from the bacterial killing assay used to measure immune function. The plates on the left are bacterial control 
cultures. Plates on the right are the same bacterial cultures mixed with serum samples from quail. Notice colony 
reduction in serum treated plates; the result of antimicrobial action by the serum (bacterial killing). 



 Project Update  
SURVIVAL, MOVEMENTS, HABITAT USE, AND REPRODUCTIVE 
SUCCESS OF NORTHERN BOBWHITES AND SCALED QUAIL 
TRANSLOCATED FROM THE SOUTH TEXAS PLAINS TO THE 
ROLLING PLAINS OF TEXAS 
 
By Sean Yancey and Brad Dabbert 

 
We have been chronicling our efforts to translocate 
northern bobwhite and scaled quail since last spring 
(Newsletter 10.0). The purpose of this project is to 
examine the feasibility of relocating quail from a relatively 
dense, stable population to an area where they are 
absent.  In these instances suitable habitat is available 
but timely recolonization is not expected because of 
factors such as isolation. Translocation of wild quail from 
donor populations to newly managed lands has been a 
successful technique in the southeastern United States. 
Mountain quail have also been relocated in Oregon with 
similar success. This translocation technique might also 
be successful in the Rolling Plains of Texas. However, 
properties in the Rolling Plains might not harbor sufficient 
numbers of northern bobwhites to be a source population 
to attempt translocation, and scaled quail are not readily 
available. Populations in south Texas appear to be more 
stable because of more frequent precipitation and related 

plant growth. Properties where northern bobwhites and scaled quail are abundant in south Texas 
might be donors for properties trying to re-establish populations following drought or habitat improve-
ment. It is yet unclear if quail locally adapted to south Texas conditions can survive and reproduce in 
the Rolling Plains. A successful protocol for translocating quail from south Texas to the Rolling Plains 
would provide many management benefits. Knowledge of the feasibility of relocating wild northern 
bobwhites in Texas is very limited. If relocation is successful in Texas it might help to restart wild 
populations in areas where habitat has been restored but recolonization by wild birds is unlikely. 

This project is approaching a year since it was initiated 
and with two separate releases we are gaining a scope 
of what potentially may be factors in the limited success 
of our translocations.  We started the pilot study (See 
Newsletter 10.0) to test initial responses of northern 
bobwhites and scaled quail in March 2013. A sample of 
quail (27 bobwhites and 25 scaled quail) were captured 
in Webb and Zapata counties in south Texas and 
transported 582 miles to Collingsworth County. Every 
precaution was taken to reduce stress and minimize 
contact with humans. Birds were also treated with an 
intramuscular injection of vitamin E and selenium to 
mitigate potential transport myopathy conditions. Individ-
ual quail were placed into groups (by species) from 10-
13 individuals and released at various locations on the Mill Iron Ranch in Collingsworth County in the 
eastern panhandle of Texas. As noted in the earlier issue, fourteen bobwhite hens and 17 scaled quail 
hens were radiomarked to monitor survival and behavior. Initial losses in the first 2 weeks were 
minimal, but severe winter weather events during late spring 2013 and predation drastically reduced 
survival. All scaled quail translocated succumbed to weather, predation, or could not be relocated by 
the start of summer 2013. 

Scaled quail captured in South Texas in a trap baited with 
grain. 

Bobwhite release site on the Mill Iron Ranch. 



 Two bobwhite hens (14% survival) were recorded alive 
through the 2013 nesting season and through the 
duration of battery life of the radio collar. Severe winter 
weather events during late spring 2013 and predation 
drastically reduced survival.  A fall translocation was 
attempted in November of 2013. Trapping was initiated 
in south Texas on November 9, 2013 where 75 quail 
(27 bobwhites and 48 scaled quail) were captured 
transported to the Mill Iron Ranch in Collingsworth 
County for release on November 20th. Of the 75 quail 
captured during the fall, 39 hens were fitted with radio 
transmitters to allow us to monitor their movements and 
survival. Following release, a weather event including 
sub-freezing temperatures and high accumulations of 
snow and ice took its toll on the translocated birds. 
Within 10 days the majority of birds had succumbed to 
either exposure to weather or predation. The other birds 
were not able to be relocated. 
 
With the very limited success of these translocations, 
we are re-examining methods of these releases. 
Another release of translocated birds is set for late 
March or early April.  We are picking this time period, in 
an attempt to try and avoid as much winter weather as 
we can before coveys begin to break up.  We are also 
considering supplemental feeding in release areas to 
help curb the high mortality of released birds.  Another addition to the release protocol will be add 
enclosures at release areas that will allow translocated birds an acclimation period to recover from 
their day-long travel and to gain strength before release. We look forward to providing data from this 
release in a future newsletter. We hope that this study will yield data that will allow development of an 
effective translocation protocol to the Rolling Plains of Texas. 

Captured northern bobwhite on the Jacalon Ranch in 
South Texas. 

Scenic view of the Jacalon Ranch in Webb and Zapata counties. Donor site for the translocation 
study. 
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The

Quail-Tech 
Alliance

10:00-12:00  Skeet Shooting & Tour of  
   quail reproduction facility 
12:00-1:00  Lunch 
1:00-5:00  Field trial & trap shooting 
5:00-6:00  Seminar & quail discussions 
6:00-6:30  Cocktails & dog bragging 
6:03-7:30  Fish fry 
7:30   Have as safe trip home! 
$50 Entry fee for clays, birds, catfish and 
cocktails.

3rd Annual 
Bird Dog 

!SUPERBOWL! 
Saturday, March 15th, 2014 

Fun
Field Trials! 

Field Day with 
Dr. Brad Dabbert 

Fish Fry 
& Fellowship 

Limited to 25 dogs (puppies 
and non-pros). We will run a 
just-for-fun “Donkey” field trial 
with prizes for the winners & 
for ugliest point. Pen-reared 
birds will be provided. 

Remember its just for fun so 
don’t spend your prize money 
yet!

Dr. Dabbert will brief the group 
on the status of Research 
being done by 
The Quail-Tech Alliance. 

We will have an open discus-
sion on new programs and 
hope for the future of the birds. 

Mike Pugh will dazzle us with 
his catfish frying talent and will 
undoubtedly send us home 
satisfied and maybe with a 
little acid reflux, but definitely 
with lots of great stories! 

For more information please call Charles Hodges @ 214.679.9781 

George Allen’s 

Circle-A Ranch 
Archer City, TX 

A map will be provided for those who RSVP. 

Please RSVP by Monday, 10 March 
2014 to: chodges@hodgesusa.com 


