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Quail-Tech 
Alliance 

Quail-Tech will not be Participating in “Operation Idiopathic Decline” 
After much discussion and consideration, the Quail-Tech Alliance has declined participation in 
Operation Idiopathic Decline.  This program was initiated by the Rolling Plains Quail Research 
ranch (RPQRR) to allow the RPQRR to become the central agency through which other field Quail 
research programs would channel their data.  In exchange for providing funding, the RPQRR 
group required ownership of the data gathered by funded organizations.  The RPQRR commit-
tee also required that any publications or news items that funded organizations wished to release 
regarding their data must first be approved by the RPQRR.  Quail-Tech convened a meeting in 
Lubbock to try to affect a compromise on these constraints, however, our suggested changes that 
preserved Academic Freedom and the integrity of our agreement with our Anchor Ranches were 
summarily rejected by the RPQRR committee.  Therefore, the Quail-Tech Alliance Advisory Board 
voted to decline participation in the program and to continue our work without RPQRR funding and 
the attached constraints.  This week (May 2, 2011) the RPQRR Newsletter noted funding to Texas 
Tech University. This announcement has caused much confusion in the quail community.  The 
money described in the announcement is being provided to investigators in the Institute of Envi-
ronmental and Human Health at Texas Tech University for laboratory work only. This effort at the 
Institute of Environmental and Human Health is a separate effort from the Quail-Tech Alliance.  No 
monies are being funded by RPQRR to Quail-Tech for any programs or research. 
 
The Family Tree 
OK, enough distractions; let’s get to the real reason for this e bulletin.  You all have become 
grandparents.  The Alpha flock that began as eggs taken from wild clutches at Esperanza ranch in 
Spur, Texas is bearing fruit.  Our Alpha hens have begun laying and new pure wild strain chicks 
are hatching.  The importance of this Quail-Tech program is multifaceted.  In the event of a catas-
trophic disease outbreak, we at least have a pure wild strain starter flock from which to begin a 
mass breeding program.  We also now have the beginnings of a “Swap a Covey “program   where 
our anchor ranches can contribute clutches from  various genetic pools around our 1.6 million acre 
research area to build this flock.  This flock will also provide us significant new information con-
cerning quail nutrition and disease resistance.  Cigars all around and as always Quail-First!  

Chicks at a Quail-Tech brooder. Wild strain chick drying at the lab 




