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The 

Quail-Tech 
Alliance 

We at the Quail-Tech Alliance are striving to move the science of quail biology and habitat manage-
ment forward for the preservation of these amazing birds.  Our data collection extends from region 
wide call counts to specific coveys on individual ranches.  On these individual ranches we are fortu-
nate enough to capture quail to attach radiotransmitters before we release them, unharmed, back 
into the wild.  To capture these quail we have used the long standard Stoddard walk-in-funnel traps 
that were developed in the mid 1930’s.  This trapping technique has been used successfully during 
the months when quail gather into coveys since the trap’s development.  However, there is a small 
draw back to the Stoddard trap.  It is a passive trapping technique that requires birds to come into 
the trap to access bait.  Using this type of trap during the summer months (when quail are paired up) 
is problematic, as quail are not drawn to bait as well because of the plethora of food items that are 
available (i.e., grass hoppers, native grass seeds, and native forbs) at that time. 

New Capture Technique for quail 
Quail-Tech E-Bulletin 

Fig.1: Scaled quail captured with the super talon net-
gun in mid-summer of 2014.  

We at Quail-Tech are testing a new way of capturing 
adult quail during the summer months to be able to 
continue with our monitoring programs and to increase 
sample sizes on our ongoing research projects. 
 
We are currently using a hand held net-gun (Fig. 1) to 
capture quail when trapping is difficult.  The super talon 
(Advanced Weapon Technology Inc.; La Quinta, CA) is 
a CO2 powered net-gun that has been used success-
fully by zoos and various other wildlife professionals to 
capture animals with minimal stress.  The super talon 
fires various types of nets for a wide variety of wildlife 
(i.e.; dogs, birds, cats).  We are using their smallest 
nets (2 inch mesh net, ~ 4 ft. in diameter) (Fig. 2) de-
signed for capturing birds.  Each net has 8 rubber 
coated weights attached to aid in propulsion and wrap-
ping the target in the net.  The net gun measures ~ 14 
inches from end to end (Fig. 3 and 4).  We have been 
honing our capture technique using this net-gun for the 
last 6 months to capture quail in the Rolling Plains of 
Texas.  We have had success with using pointing dogs 
as well as sight and shoot (the net gun) while walking 
through the brush.  Currently we have captured several 
quail (Fig.1) and have successfully released each bird 
back into the wild after attaching radiotransmitters to 
monitor their survival.  
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Fig. 2: Unpacked ~4 foot wide net with 2 inch mesh 
squares designed to capture birds. 

We have had a few issues with the net gun, mostly try-
ing to learn what works and what does not.  No quail 
have been harmed using this method of capture.  We 
believe that the technique will allow biologists and re-
searchers to capture quail during periods where quail do 
not come to typical quail traps.  We will continue to use 
this technique to capture quail throughout the Rolling 
Plains on our anchor ranches to increase our sample 
sizes for various research projects.  We are excited to 
continue developing this technique for the beneficial use 
by biologists across Texas, especially for bobwhites and 
scaled quail.  To view the technique in action go to  
http://youtu.be/2SDCxRctc2g and view a short video.  
The bird in the video was fitted with a radiotransmitter 
and released. 
 

     Quail First, 
     Charles Hodges 

Fig. 4: Net gun assembled 
with an 8g CO2 cartridge 

Fig. 3: Broken down net gun with gas chamber to left and net to right 


