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Hen fitted with a radiotransmitter so biologists can 
monitor her nest success this spring. 

 
Biologist Byron Buckley realeases a quail after banding, 
weighing, and collecting biological samples from it last 
month. 

 

Quail-News: Issue 1.0 
 

What’s Been Going On? 
 
February, March and April have been exciting months for the Quail-Tech Alliance.  Our 
scientists have visited 14 anchor ranches since February 1 averaging about 3 days on each 
ranch.  The activities of these initial visits have included initial meetings with landowners, 
discussions concerning their quail 
management objectives, visual 
surveys of the ranches, provision of 
initial technical guidance, grain 
sampling (for mycotoxin analysis) from 
storage containers and feeders, call 
count transect mapping, and trapping, 
banding, and releasing birds.  We 
trapped birds to provide feather and 
blood samples for genetic and disease 
analyses which will be ongoing the 
next several months.  We will sample 
birds on each Anchor Ranch over the 
next 5 years to provide a genetic and 
disease transmission picture for entire 
Quail-Tech Alliance study area.  
Trapping and banding have now ceased because of covey break-up, but will be initiated again 
in the fall on anchor ranches which we have yet to obtain samples.  Finally, we have placed 
radiotransmitters on 25 hen bobwhites on an Anchor Ranch in Dickens County for the purpose 
of monitoring hen survival this spring and establishing a wild-strain colony of birds.  This colony 
will be used for future controlled laboratory studies concerning nutrition, disease resistance, 
and genetic diversity.  
 

 

Planned Grazing for 
Quail Habitat 
Management 
 
The planned grazing management scheme 
adopted by a landowner depends upon the 
goals and objectives of the landowner.  One 
of the objectives of planned grazing in a 
quail habitat management program is to 
allow for residual herbage at the end of the 
grazing period to provide cover for nesting 
and protection of quail.  This is a greater 
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Calendar 
 
 
May 2010 
 
Feeder Clean Out 
 
Hog Control 
 
Flash Graze then 
defer if possible 
 
 
June 2010 
 
Dummy Nests 
 
Hog Control 
 
Flash Graze then 
defer if possible 
 
 
July 2010 
 
Flash Graze then 
defer if possible 
 



 

 

Scaled quail – several Anchor Ranches hold both scaled 
quail and northern bobwhite. 

Steven Seaton, Ron Sosebee, Bill Patterson, and Jack 
Miller collect grain samples from a feeder on the Kritser 
Ranch. 

challenge on ecological sites (formerly called range sites) that are dominated by short grasses 
than it is on sites that support 
mid and tall grasses. 
 
In either situation, however, 
grazing should be planned to 
accommodate growth of the 
grasses growing on the 
respective sites.  Perennial, 
warm-season grasses that 
dominate the Rolling Plains of 
Texas begin growth in mid 
spring and complete their 
reproductive cycle about mid-
summer (completion of the 
vegetative stage varies 
according to species and might be later is some species and earlier in other species).  During 
the vegetative stage of growth, the grasses can be grazed heavier than when the grasses are 
the in post-reproductive stage during the latter part of the summer (first of August) until frost 
(i.e., plants are less detrimentally impacted by defoliation during the vegetative stage).  It is 
during the post-reproductive stage during which grasses once again become vegetative that 
new tillers are recruited and carbohydrates are stored in the stem bases from which next year's 
growth comes.  
 
Continuous, year-long grazing rarely is best for growth and development of grasses.  Livestock 
performance might not be adversely affected by continuous, year-long grazing, but, in the long 

term, the grasses are adversely affected.  
Cattle continue to graze the plants that have 
been previously grazed because they 
produce young leaves that are lush and 
tender. Therefore, deferment (implemented 
by rotation) at some period of the year allows 
the grasses to rejuvenate themselves. 
 
No grazing, or deferment, from the first of 
August until frost allows the grasses to 
produce new growth that provides residual 
herbage during the autumn and winter.  It is 
just as important to rotate during the winter 
as at other times of the year.  It is not 
desirable to graze the grass "to the ground" 
before spring; the grasses would then have 
neither tillers nor energy (carbohydrates) 
from which to initiate new spring growth.  

And, all of the protective and nesting cover will be removed from the habitat. 
 
Deferment of grazing during late summer until frost will allow the grasses to produce tussocks 
(or bunches) in mid and tall grasses, and even in some short grasses such as blue grama and 
sideoats grama that have not historically been overgrazed.  (Blue grama that has historically 
been overgrazed will grow as a sod form, whereas, properly grazed blue grama will grow as a 
bunch grass). 
 



 

 

Wildlife Biologist Matt Orr on the Mill Iron Ranch 
releasing a bird after collecting biological samples and 
banding it. 

Bobwhite trapped and released on the Esparanza Ranch 

The goal for planned grazing management for quail habitat management is to allow the 
opportunity for grasses to produce as much vegetative growth (and tussocks where possible) at 
the end of the summer for protective cover throughout the autumn and winter and nesting cover 
in the spring. 
 
Ron Sosebee 
ronsosebee@sbcglobal.net 
April 2010 
 
 

Naked in Downtown Fort Worth 
 
During the last week of March I was making my bi-monthly run through the Rolling Plains and 
Cross Timbers areas of Texas to test the results of the efforts of the Quail-Tech Alliance.  My 
first stop was the Flying M Ranch south of Archer City, Texas to evaluate and photograph the 

results of the controlled burn conducted by 
Layton Humphries and his able staff.  They 
conducted a wonderful burn with excellent 
results.  Visiting the Circle A Ranch where 
George Allen has both a wild bird and 
release bird program, and continuing on in 
my trip through Young County visiting the 
Campbell Ranch where owners Alan and 
Michael Lewis have a fabulous cattle 
operation, I was reminded of winter being 
my favorite time of year.  As my daughters 
will readily tell you, I constantly wear them 
out on the concept of why winter is a 
wonderful time, and late winter in particular 

because the freezing temperatures have cleansed the landscape of a lot of the growth from the 
preceding year.  I love winter because the landscape is clean and the leaves are off the trees.  
You can see through pastures and enjoy the visibility of critters that you don’t enjoy during the 
summer months. 
 
Then it struck me like a lightning bolt.  This 
clean landscape that I was appreciating was 
absolutely death for Quail.  I then tried to 
envision how a remnant covey from the 
previous year, already weary from a winter 
of avoiding bird dogs, hawks, hunters and 
their motorized rigs, snakes, raccoons, 
bobcats, skunks, and all sorts of avian 
predators, would find any kind of respite or 
areas to be secluded and continue their 
normal daily routine.  It was so blatantly 
obvious that the cleansing that winter 
provides and the winter grazing practices 
that are so frequent in our rolling plains and 
southern panhandle areas of Texas, strip 
the land of the necessary herbaceous cover 
and tree canopy for the Quail to exist safely 



 

 

Quail-Tech biologist Alicia Andes holds a scaled quail 
after removing it from a trap. 

 
Quail-Tech biologist Alicia Andes and Mill Iron Ranch 
biologist Matt Orr work up quail before releasing them 
back into the wild.  Matt is removing a bird from a bag 
which calms and protects the birds after they are 
removed from the trap. 

throughout those months.  My fanciful 
concept of a cleansed Earth became a 
reality of an area that is Quail negative 
and provides a much heightened 
likelihood of predation both from overhead 
and on the ground.  The mast of tall 
grasses are collapsed by wet snows that 
we saw last year.  This year that moisture 
provides a foundation for tremendous 
growth that we are now enjoying during 
the months of April and May.  Through 
winter rains and three predominant snow 
storms over the past year, this year is an 
extreme example of why habitat protection 
and preservation is now a necessity for 
the sustainable populations of Quail left in our area of Texas. 
 
Our particular ranch in Spur, Texas has been grazing deferred since March of 2008, and our 
Quail protective mass, even through the snow storms, is still intact.  This year we enjoyed what 
I would consider moderate success Quail hunting averaging 12 to 15 coveys per day.  The 
majority of those obviously came during the early hours and the late hours but was consistent 
throughout our hunting season. 
 
We specifically practiced the gentlemanly approach to hunting whereby as the second bird falls 
from the original covey flush our business with the covey is over.  We do not chase down the 
singles as it would seem that the advantages of 3 to 4 hunters with shotguns and 2 to 3 well 
trained bird dogs is not a fair match for a single bird that has been separated from its flock and 
can be hunted down with relative ease.  We do however point and flush a lot of those singles 
and try to identify whether they are male or female.  We enjoy the true beauty of our sport 
which is not the fallen bird but is the dog work and the covey rise, the sounds and the senses 
associated with each. 
 
It is incumbent upon all of us to think about Quail first as we make our grazing decisions in this 
coming year.  Although we have deferred at Esperanza since March of 2008, we know the 
realities and necessities of good habitat management will require us to flash graze at some 
point in 2010 or 2011.  We are constantly 
surprised at the end of the winter season 
when what we thought was adequate 
cover in all parts of the ranch are exposed 
for what they truly are; marginal cover 
which becomes crushed by snow, 
weathered by cold temperatures and 
winds, and highly decimated prior to the 
beginning of the growing season.  
Pastures that we were very confident were 
in great shape have actually proven to be 
more bare than we ever imagined during 
the months of January, February, and 
March. 
 
Many ranches enrolled in Quail-Tech as 
Anchor ranches now understand the 



 

 

 
Quail-Tech Biologist Byron Buckley is about 
to weigh a northern bobwhite trapped on 
the Mill Iron Ranch in Collingsworth County. 

Scaled quail – The goal of the Quail-Tech Alliance is to 
safe-guard populations of both scaled quail and northern 
bobwhite across the range of its 22 million acre emphasis 
region. 

necessity to defer, even though it may be very small pastures within their overall ranch 
complex.  They are beginning to identify those on a 
revolving basis or a permanent basis.  We would hope 
that each and every person reading this newsletter 
would stop and think about Quail first before making 
final grazing decisions for the next few years.  We fully 
understand the economics of reducing herd size and in 
effect reducing potential income from what is a 
necessity in the ranch way of life.  However, we believe 
like many other investments that this will be an 
investment in the future, the richness of the land, and 
the purity of our sport which eventually can reap great 
economic benefits to the landholders and those who 
lease the land. 
 
It is with this thought that we would ask each of you to 
consider deferring small parts of your overall ranch 
complex providing those areas that then can be 
preserved as the winter progresses this year as safe 
havens for the remaining birds in order to provide the 
largest numbers of breeding population for the following 
year.  It is only through these types of decisions that we 
will begin to evolve our some 22 million acres of the 38 

county Quail-Tech area into pockets of Quail positive ranch management practices and Quail 
positive habitat decisions.  Spring has now come and we are being blessed with continued 
rainfall after a tremendous year of moisture through last fall.  As Dr. Sosebee’s last e-bulletin 
states very clearly, it should be a great weed year.  We would hope that this information will 
cause you to pause and preserve Quail habitat in every opportunity throughout your ranching 
year. 
 
Oh yes, concerning the title; as I tour the 
rolling plains, I try to analyze each ranch I 
pass, and I envision the Quail dilemma 
likened to a businessman standing in his 
underwear on Main Street in downtown 
Fort Worth.  The first thing I am looking for 
is not faces of those who wish to stare but I 
am looking for a place to hide.  In that way, 
one can appreciate the dilemma Quail face 
each morning when they go out and go 
through their necessary feeding pattern 
without the benefit of either overhead, 
herbaceous, or woody cover.  I am sure 
they feel like I would if I were standing 
there for all the world to see and more 
importantly for every predator to take 
advantage of.  It is in this sense that we 
need to, in every case, give them something to hide behind. 
 
Very Truly Yours, 
 
(and as always, “Quail First”) 
Charles M. Hodges 



 

 

Data Collection During Quail-Tech Alliance 
Anchor Ranch Visits for May and June 
 
Activities: 
 
1.  Estimate quail abundance on 

each Anchor    Ranch 
• Biologists will conduct 

whistling male counts in 
selected pastures on all 
Anchor Ranches 

 
2.  Evaluate habitat quality on each 

Anchor Ranch 
• Biologists will estimate 

percent bare ground, forb 
cover, grass cover, and 
woody cover in selected 
pastures on all Anchor 
Ranches 

 
• Biologists will estimate 

visual obstruction scores 
in selected pastures on all 
Anchor Ranches 

 
3.  Evaluate grazing potential of 

each Anchor Ranch 
• Biologists will construct up 

to 5 grazing exclosures 
(128 ft2) using t-posts and 
livestock panels in 
selected pastures on all 
Anchor Ranches 

 


